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INTRODUCTION 

 

1 My full name is Gregorio (Greg) Pascua Manzano.   

 

2 I am the Manager Infrastructure Planning for Rotorua Lakes Council (RLC).  I have held this role 

for the last five years. 

 

3 I am authorised to give this evidence on behalf of RLC as a territorial authority with statutory 

duties under the Local Government Act 2002 (LGA) and the Resource Management Act 1991 

(RMA) to provide essential infrastructure to the community of Rotorua District.  One focus of 

my role, in this respect, relates to the Three Waters infrastructure being infrastructure required 

to convey stormwater, wastewater and drinking water. 

 

HEARING PANEL QUESTIONS ON RLC STORMWATER INITIATIVES 

 

4 Due to illness I have not been able to attend the first or second days of the hearing on Proposed 

Plan Change 2 (Plan Change) to the Operative Rotorua District Plan (District Plan), however I 

understand the Plan Change Hearing Panel (Hearing Panel) has sought further information on 

RLC’s current stormwater initiatives within the Lake Rotorua Catchment.  I will do my best to 

provide this further information in my evidence. 

 

Comprehensive Stormwater Consent  

 

5 RLC originally applied to Bay of Plenty Regional Council (Regional Council) for a comprehensive 

stormwater consent (CSC) in 2001.  The CSC application was the subject of two substantial 

updates in June 2015 and again in December 2018.  The CSC application includes the Pukehangi 

Heights Development Area as part of a Rotorua Urban Stormwater Catchment Management 

Plan submitted as part of the 2018 update. 

 

6 The CSC application process was then subject to a high level review by Regional Council in 2019.  

This review was completed earlier this year. 
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7 Following the Regional Council review, a meeting was convened between RLC, Regional Council 

and Te Arawa Lakes Trust (TALT) in late June to discuss iwi engagement and the development 

of a cultural impact assessment (CIA) to assist the Regional Council’s consideration of the CSC 

application. 

 

8 The CSC application is currently the subject of three significant work flows: 

 

a RLC has prepared a framework for iwi engagement which is now awaiting TALT 

consideration and approval.  A CIA will be developed as an outcome of that engagement.   

Engagement with the wider community will occur in parallel with iwi engagement. 

 

b RLC continues to undertake and analyse water quality samples in critical outlets.  This 

analysis will supplement information already contained in the CSC application. 

 

c The Regional Council is undertaking a technical review of the CSC application.  RLC will 

then update the CSC application in response to the outcomes of the review. 

 

Catchment Management Plan 

 

9 A Rotorua Urban Stormwater Catchment Management Plan (CMP), covering the entire 

Rotorua urban area, including the Pukehangi Heights Development Area (subject to its current 

pre-Plan Change 2 zoning under the Operative District Plan), was prepared and submitted in 

support of the CSC application in 2018. 

 

Stormwater Masterplan 

 

10 The objective of the Rotorua Stormwater Masterplan (Stormwater Masterplan) is to identify 

integrated flood management solutions to facilitate urban growth in Rotorua and, as a result, 

form the basis of RLC’s capital mitigation works1 to address stormwater issues in catchments 

 

1 Works are intended to cover both the upgrade of existing infrastructure and construction of new infrastructure. 
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earmarked for development.  The Pukehangi Heights Development Area is contained in the 

Stormwater Masterplan’s Catchments 14 and 15 as illustrated in Annexure 1 of my evidence. 

 

11 The Stormwater Masterplan will involve two separate but related phases of work: 

 

a Phase 1 involves an assessment of concept options to identify preferred options.  This 

includes stormwater / flood modelling.  An outline of the tasks to be undertaken in 

Phase 1 is attached as Annexure 2 to my evidence.2  Work in Phase 1 commenced in 

May this year.   

 

b Phase 2 will involve a detailed feasibility investigation of the preferred option(s) 

identified through Phase 1.  Work in Phase 2 will not commence until the completion of 

Phase 1.  

 

12 I understand that a draft Stormwater Masterplan will be ready in mid-November.  A final 

Stormwater Masterplan will be issued following a comprehensive review of the draft by RLC.  

The Phase 2 work will then commence to confirm the feasibility and design of the preferred 

option(s) identified in Phase 1. 

 

13 In December 2019 RLC contacted relevant landowners to provide an indicative timeline and 

set out the programme of the stormwater management projects including the Stormwater 

Masterplan. A copy of that letter is attached as Annexure 3 to my evidence. 

 

14 I have also attached a flowchart illustrating RLC’s overall stormwater consenting process as 

Annexure 4. 

 

Greg Manzano 

Manager Infrastructure Planning, Rotorua Lakes Council 

22 September 2020  

 

2 Modelling is a component of those tasks identified by a green M symbol. 
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Annexure 1 
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Annexure 2 
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Annexure 3 
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Annexure 4 

 


